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Miracles, then, are fatally discredited in every way. Yet upon
them all Revelations are founded, and even Christianity, as Dr.
Newman urged against the orators of the Tamworth Reading
Room, " is a history supernatural, and almost scenic." Thus, ifi
Natural Theology is merely speculative, and irreducible to the
level of experience, Revealed Religion, though more substantial, is
erected upon a basis which modern science and criticism have
hopelessly undermined.

Now, if we relinquish belief in miracles, we cannot retain belief
in Special Providence, and the Efficacy of Prayer, for these are
simply aspects of the miraculous. Good-natured Adolf Naumann,
the young German artist in Middlemarch, was not inaccurate,
though facetious, in assuring Will Ladislaw that through him,
as through a particular hook or claw,* the universe was straining
towards a certain picture yet to be painted; for every present
phenomenon, whether trivial or important, occurs here and now,
rather than elsewhere and at some other time, by virtue of the
whole universal past. All the forces of nature have conspired to
place where it is the smallest grain of sand on the seashore, just
as much as their interplay has strewed the aether-floated con-
stellations of illimitable space. The slightest interference with
natural sequence implies a disruption of the whole economy of
things. Who suspends one law of nature suspends them all.
The pious supplicator for just a little tain itf time of drought
really asks for a worldwide revolution in meteorology. And the
dullest intellects, even of the clerical order, are beginning to see
this. As a consequence, prayers for rain in fine weather, or for
fine weather in time of rain, have fallen almost entirely into disuse;
and the most orthodox can now enjoy that joke about the clerk
who asked his rector what was the good of praying for rain with
the wind in that quarter! Nay, more, so far has the belief in the
efficacy of prayer died out, that misguided simpletons, who persist
in conforming to apostolic injunction and practice, and in taking
very explicit passages in the gospels to mean what the words
express, are regarded as Peculiar People in the fullest sense of
the term ; and if through their primitive pathology children
should die under their hands, they run a serious risk of imprison-
ment for manslaughter, notwithstanding that the book which has
misled them is declared to be God's Word by the law of the land.
Occasionally, indeed, old habits assert themselves, and the nation
suffers a recrudescence of superstition. When the life of the
Prince of Wales was threatened by a malignant fever, prayers for
his recovery were publicly offered up, and the wildest religious
excitement mingled with the most loyal anxiety. But the
newspapers were largely responsible for this; they fanned the